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On Call: 
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“To Know Jesus And To Make Him Known” 

Some things in life are too beautiful and too wondrous to explain with normal forms. 
You can't catch the beauty of a sunset in a dictionary entry. The Wikipedia entry of love 
falls woefully short. Some parts of life simply embody more mystery than cognitive ex-
planation can supply. They touch the depths of our souls. 
 

Who can really explain resurrection? Yes. There is the biblical account of the resurrec-
tion of Jesus. There is the historical, Jewish understanding of resurrection passed down 
to us. There are theologians who do their best to provide in-depth analysis of the resur-
rection of Jesus. 
 

Still. When it comes to resurrection, spoken language hardly scratches the surface. So, 
we lean into other forms of expression to identify the depth of meaning of resurrection. 
We view visual art inspired by the resurrection. We listen to songs. We read poetry. 
While none of these communicate the depth of meaning and hope found in the resurrec-
tion of Jesus, each provides insight to our connection with the concept. 
 

Recently, I stumbled across a list of the most powerful poems inspired by Easter. They 
were beautiful and inspiring, touching on several different perspectives. While most of 
the poems were written by faithful followers of Christ, several of the most powerful po-
ems inspired by Easter were authored by atheists, people who explicitly reject belief in 
God. 
 

How would we explain this? Why would atheists take the time to consider this? I be-
lieve that the power of the resurrection is so compelling, so beautiful, and so soulfully 
true that it draws all humans to it. The hope of victory over death and the promise of 
transformation continues to speak more deeply than verbal explanation. 
 

If you find yourself struggling to make sense of the resurrection this Easter, rest assured 
that you are in good company. And read some Easter hymns. And view some Easter art. 
And read some Easter poetry. You'll connect more deeply and more truly than intellect. 
You'll connect with the resurrection of Jesus within your soul, where it matters most. 
 

Peace,  

 
 

Easter & the Art of Belief 

Resurrection Egg Hunt 
Saturday, March 31, 9:30 am 

 

Breakfast at 9:30 am with family activities and egg hunt to follow! 
 

Easter Celebration Services 
Sunday, April 1 

 

6:00 Son Rise Service—Blount Cultural Park 
8:15 & 10:30 am Traditional Worship 

10:30 am Contemporary Worship 
5:00 pm “Awaken” City-wide Easter Worship Service  

at Riverwalk Stadium 



 
 
 
 
 
On April 15, you will have the opportunity to hear from three 
of the ministries Aldersgate supports in three different ways at 
our GIC Chapel Chat.  Through Faith Promise giving, we are 
able to partner with Alabama Rural Ministry.  Joe Davis, Direc-
tor of Operations, will give an update on ARM’s ministry to the 
needy through home repairs, children’s ministry, and summer 
mission camps. 
 

Through our Alabama-West Florida Conference askings we 
help to support the ministry of Rev. German Gomez who pas-
tors San Juan UMC Mission in Clanton, AL.  German has been 
a missionary with the General Board of Global Ministries since 
2001.  He will be sharing about how his church is developing 
leaders to send out to start new Hispanic churches. 
 

In addition to financial support, Aldersgate offers hands-on 
support to several local ministries; one of those is Family 
Promise of Montgomery.  Jayme Teague, Executive Director, 
will be here to tell us about Family Promise’s efforts to help 
area families transition from homelessness to independence 
through guidance, shelter, and education.  Everyone is invited 
to join us for Chapel Chat in the chapel at 9:15. 

SEED Planting 

 
 

 

Maundy Thursday 

Holy Communion Service 
 

7:00 pm, Thursday, March 29 
 

Holy Communion served in groups of twelve,  
followed by prayer in the Courtyard.  

 

Special Music by  
the Chancel Choir, soloists and instrumentalists  

 

Good Friday 

Tenebrae Worship Service 
 

7:00 pm  Friday, March 30 
 

Our Chancel Choir, Joyful Bells, Adult Ensemble, Men’s En-
semble, soloists and instrumentalists will be presenting a Good 
Friday Tenebrae Service on Friday, April 14 at 7:00 p.m.  Tene-
brae comes from a Latin word meaning "Shadows,"  The service 
of Tenebrae presents the story of Jesus' Passion from scripture, 
and as it unfolds, the symbolic candles are extinguished and the 
Sanctuary is darkened to dramatize the death of our Lord.   

 
Easter Celebration Services 

 

Sunday, April 1 
 

6:00 Son Rise Service – Blount Cultural Park 
 

8:15 & 10:30 am Traditional Worship 
 

10:30 am Contemporary Worship 
 

5:00 “Awaken” City-Wide Easter Worship Service  
at Riverwalk Stadium 

 
 

Senior Saints Spring Schedule 
 

Friday, April 13         10:00       Sing at Crowne Nursing Home  
 

Friday, April 27          1:00        Sing at Country Cottage  

Montgomery Bible Reading Marathon  
 

Thursday, May 3 - Sunday, May 6  
 

We are excited Aldersgate will be a part of kicking off the 4th 
annual Montgomery Bible Reading Marathon at the Alabama 
State Capitol. It is an event where all ages read the Bible 
(Genesis through Revelation) aloud for approximately 
70 continuous hours. Volunteers read aloud for 15 minutes.  360 
volunteers are required to complete this task. This begins on the 
National Day of Prayer, Thursday, May 3 at 8:30 am & continues 
through Sunday, May 6 at 8:30 am. Sign up is for one or 
more increments. Aldersgate UMC is responsible for the block 
of time on 05/03/2018 (Thursday) from 5:00-9:00 consisting of 
16 slots for 15 mins. to be filled from our congregation on a first 
come basis.   Arrive 15 minutes before scheduled reading time. 
Signup at bjmurf6@yahoo.com or call Jill @ 271-2532.  

WinShape Scholarship Fund 

Thank you to those who have contributed to the WinShape 
Camp Scholarship Fund!  We still need funds to help local chil-
dren attend camp this summer at Aldersgate from June 4-
8.   For one child to attend camp, the cost is $214.00.  Any 
amount you can give would be appreciated and it is tax deducti-
ble.  Checks should be made payable to Aldersgate UMC with 
WinShape written in the memo line.  For information about the 
camp or to register a child, visit the website 
www.winshape.org.  Our goal is to have the majority of the 
funds by April 15 so we know how many scholarships we have 
available.  If you have any questions about WinShape scholar-
ships, please call Lynn Ray at 215-1232.  Thank you.   

 

River Region Readers 
Join the book club at 6:00 p.m. Sunday, April 8, in room 119 as 
we discuss My Holiday in North Korea:  The Funniest/W orst 
Place on Earth, by Wendy Simmons..  All a re welcome!  
Come even if you haven’t finished the book.   

 

Aldersgate Prayer Service 
6:00 pm Sunday, April 29, In the Chapel 

 

This year’s scripture theme for our National Day of Prayer is 
Ephesians 4:3 “Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit 
through the bond of peace.”   We will be hosting a Prayer ser-
vice based on this theme for our National Day of Prayer on Sun-
day, April 29 at 6:00 in our Chapel.   
 

National Day of Prayer 
Our Chapel will be open from 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. on Thurs-
day, May 3 or  the National Day of Prayer .  There will be 
resources available to help everyone through a self-guided time 
of prayer. 

Bettye Mathers 
March 26, 2018 

In Memoriam 

mailto:bjmurf6@yahoo.com
http://www.winshape.org


Easter is here! A nursery will be provided for children birth through age 4 during our 
Holy Week services on Thursday and Friday evenings. On Sunday, join us for Sun-
day school and a special Easter edition of 3D Kids! 
  

Parents, please make sure your child’s belongings are clearly labeled with first and 
last names. As the seasons change, please include a weather appropriate change of 
clothing for nursery and potty training children.  

 

 We will not have Wednesday Night Bible Study, hope you join us for Maundy 
Thursday and Tenebrae on Friday. 

 

 Saturday, if you are volunteering at the Easter Egg Hunt, be here between 9 & 9:15 
 

 Sunday is Easter! We will have Sunday School at 9:15. 
 

 We will not have any youth activities on Sunday Night.  

Aldersgate Food Pantry 
 

April Food Pantry 
 

 
 
 
 

Toiletries—Toothbrush/Paste, 
Deodorant, Soap, Shampoo 

 

Personal Hygiene is a necessity, but not 
covered by SNAP.  Help our clients feel 
good about themselves.   
 

Please place all donations in the containers 
throughout the church. 
 

From a client:  “Thank you and your 
Church Family for Everything.  Be 
Blessed” 

 

Mens Team forming -  
for those 18 yrs old or older 

 

Contact:  Ronnie Watkins   
272-2212  H     320-5020  C 

 

League starts 4/9/18  
so contact Ronnie ASAP. 

Young in Heart 
Join us April 3, 2018 in the CAC to hear our own, Joe Guillot share his military expe-

rience.  Be sure to come for a delicious lunch at 11:30 ($6) and show your support to 

Joe for serving our country.  Reservations are needed by April 1.  Contact Margaret 

Watkins at 272-2212. 

 

Easter Sunday Flower Cross 
Spring is in full bloom.  One of the long-standing traditions at Aldersgate is for fami-

lies to bring fresh cut flowers of all kinds to adorn the cross at the front of the church 

on Easter Sunday.  This is a beautiful symbol for our community to see that the resur-

rection brings new life.  Please come prepared to put your flowers in the netting on the 

cross on Easter Sunday morning, April 1. 

 

Men’s Tuesday Morning  Bible Study & Breakfast 
Our study leader for Tuesday Morning Bible Study and Breakfast for the month of 

April will be Rev. Michael Beale, former Aldersgate Associate Pastor and current 

pastor of WellSpring church in Millbrook.  Mike has a passion for teaching and 

preaching the Word of God, so come join us and be inspired!  We meet Tuesday 

morning from 6:30 to 7:30 in room 22. 

 

Great Day of Service 
On April 14th we will have our annual Great Day of Service.  There will be a variety 

of projects available to allow us to engage with our ministry partners.  Some projects 

will be here at the church preparing things for delivery later, while other projects will 

deploy out in the community.  There are projects available of any age or ability.  A 

light breakfast will be available to start the morning.   
 

  

Capital Campaign 
The Capital Campaign is now the Building Fund. Thank you for your faithfulness, 

raising over $1.3 million to complete the Atrium and make other renovations. The 

Building Fund will continue to serve the church in the same way as the Capital Cam-

paign. Those funds will continue to satisfy the small remainder on the very low-

interest line of credit as well as support large capital expenses. Contributions to the 

Building Fund will continue to be appreciated. 

Midweek Gathering 
 

April 4, 2018,  5:30-6:30 p.m. 
 

Serving & Clean-up:   

Wesley Class 
    

Adults & Children:   

Chicken Divan Casserole,  

Rice, Green Beans, Rolls,  

Banana Pudding 
 

Kid’s Option:  Chicken Nuggets 
 

Or:   
Entrée Salad 

 

(Cost is Adults/$6.00, Youth/$5.00,  
College/free, Children/$3.00,     

Family/$25.00 maximum) 
 

To register, please sign up on the 
sheet provided in the attendance 
pads, call the church office  by Monday 
noon  www.aldersgateumc.org  - 
“Events” or 272-6152 

S L L A B T F 
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6610 Vaughn Road   
Montgomery, Alabama 36116  

Join us for worship this Sunday!   Our gifts to God!   

March 25, 2018 
Morning Worship—344 Sunday School—200 

 

February 28, 2018 
Budget for 2018                $1,274,545 
Operating Budget Requirement to Date                 212,849 
Operating Budget Income Received to Date         177,608 
Operating Budget Expenses to Date             195,924 

 
Total Pledges to Faith Promise                               75,935 
Total Received through 2/28/18                               56,581
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8:15  Chapel Service  with Holy Communion 

Dr. Brian Miller 
 

10:30 Contemporary— Rev. Richard Williams 
 

10:30 Traditional—Dr. Brian Miller 

 

Mark 16:1-8 
 

 

SUNDAY,  APRIL 1 

6:00 a.m. Easter Sun Rise Service 

 Blount Cultural Park 

8:15 a.m. Chapel Service with Weekly Communion 

9:15 a.m. Sunday School for Adults, Youth,  

 Children 

10:30 a.m. Contemporary Service/CAC 

10:30 a.m. Traditional Service/CAC 

4:00 p.m. Joyful Bells/Room 29 

4:00 p.m. Youth Choir/Choir Room 

5:00 p.m. Youth Fun Night  

5:00 p.m. Awaken River Region Easter Service at 

 Riverwalk Stadium 

 

MONDAY,  APRIL 2 

11:00 a.m. Women’s Small Group/Room 26 

12:00 p.m. Cooking for Communities for  

 Transformation/CAC Kitchen 

6:55 p.m. BSF/Chapel, Parlor, All Rooms  

 Including 111-114, excluding 22, 25 

 

TUESDAY, APRIL 3 

6:30 a.m. Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study/Room 22 

9:00 a.m. Church Staff Meeting/Room 26 

10:00 a.m. Food Pantry Waiting Room/Room 29 

11:30 a.m. Young in Heart/CAC 

5:00 p.m. PPR Committee Meeting/Parlor 

6:00 p.m. Scout Den Meeting/Rooms 15-29, CAC 

 

WEDNESDAY,  APRIL 4 

9:30 a.m. The Covenent Bible Study/Room 26 

2:00 p.m. Knitting & Crocheting Group/Room 25 

5:30 p.m. Midweek Family Gathering/CAC 

5:45 p.m. HeartWorks Lab (Elementary Children) 

 Room 114 

 

THURSDAY, APRIL 5 

6:30 a.m. Men’s Emmaus Reunion Group Meeting  

 Parlor 

10:00 a.m. Food Pantry Waiting Room/Room 29 

10:00 a.m. Open Time of Prayer/Room 28 

6:30 p.m. Stephen Ministry/Room 26 

 

FRIDAY, APRIL 6 

5:15 a.m. BSF Leaders Meeting/Room 25 

www.aldersgateumc.org 

 

Aldersgate Weekly Calendar of Events 
April 1-7, 2018 
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